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Financial Fortitude Centennial Savings Tips













· Track spending and evaluate results: By tracking your spending habits, you'll get an idea of where you spend your money. By evaluating the results, you can see if you're using money for things that aren't really necessary.

· Learn how to shop: The Internet provides a very easy way to compare prices. Look for lower prices, discounts, sales, and coupons. Check out price comparison Web sites, such as Shopping.com, and BizRate.com. Avoid paying surcharges, late fees, and other fees for convenience. Shop from lists rather than browsing the aisles, and establish a firm "no impulse buy" policy. 

· Get everyone onboard:  Discuss ways of saving money and establishing good spending habits with everyone in your household.

· Read the fine print:  Review your bills carefully, including your credit card statements. Errors in billing cost customers millions of dollars each year. Also, in this new age of warranties included with every major purchase, read the fine print carefully, and buy only what will be valuable for those products most likely to need service.
· Save your change:  Make a commitment not to spend change. When you’ are at the store, and your total comes to 19.04, give the cashier a $20 bill. Take the 94 cents in change home and add it to your change jar. Periodically bring your change to the bank. You’ll be amazed at how fast your savings grows.
· Roundup:  If you write a check for $19.50, enter it in your checkbook as $20. Your checkbook balance will reflect a lower amount than what you actually have in the bank. At the end of the month when you reconcile your checking account, add up all the “extra” money and transfer it to your savings.’’
· Increase your income. Increase your income by working overtime, seeking a second job or holiday employment, starting a home-based business, doing odd jobs, baby sitting, etc. Deposit your entire pay for such work directly to your savings account, and watch it grow.
· Clip Coupons:  It’s only $1 here or 35 cents there, but every little bit adds up.

· Save extra paychecks:  If you are paid every other week, live on two paychecks a month. If you are paid every week, live on four paychecks each month. When an extra pay-period falls in a month, put the extra paycheck into savings. You'll be saving 10% of your take-home pay painlessly.
· Decide where you want to shop: We all know how comfortable it is to run into the corner convenience shop for our groceries or family dinner after work. Remember though that this convenience often comes at a price. Rather draw up a weekly shopping list and go buy your supplies where you will get the best prices.
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